Internet Investigator: A Rubric to Review & Evaluate Web Sources

Your Name: ___________________________________________ Teacher/Class: _________________________________________

Name of Web Site: ______________________________________ URL: ________________________________________________

	The "W"
	Think About It...

Follow these steps to find and review the information you need on your site.
	Find It…

Look for the following information. 

If you find it, check it off.
	Prove It!

If you checked it off, you must defend your answer. Provide proof in this column. Be specific!

	WHO
	Who is the author? Identification:
Name names.
	( Author is not named 

( Author is a person OR
( Author is an organization or company
	

	
	Who is the author? Credentials:
Examine the author's qualifications to write about this topic. Look for a biography, or an "About" link. Contact the author if qualifications are not clear, or find more information about the author/sponsor using another source. You MUST verify the credibility of every source you use. 
	( No biographical information found 

( Related educational background and/or 

     professional experience provided OR
( Organization operated by experts in the 

     subject area OR
( Credentials are confirmed by contacting 

     author or organization OR
( I found more information about the 

    author/sponsor (List HOW and WHERE)
	

	
	Who is the author? Contact:
How can you make contact to verify qualifications? Check out the bottom of the page or an "About" link.
	( No contact information found

( E-mail address only OR
( E-mail, mailing address, and phone number
	

	
	Who is the audience? Identification:

Visit an "About" link or examine site's content to reveal whom site is written for. Sate the audience.
	( Intended audience is clear

( Intended audience is vague
	

	WHAT
	What kind of information? Purpose:

Consider the author's goal. Make sure that the information that you found in the site matches your research goals. Look for affiliations, biases, or allegiances.  Check out an "About” or “Purpose” link and read and analyze all points presented on the pages that you use.
	( Author's purpose is not clear

( Site is selling a product or service 

( Advertisements are labeled & set apart 

    from content.

( Purpose is to inform or educate about topic

( Purpose is to entertain or to convince or 

    challenge readers with no reference to 

    research

( Affiliations and/or allegiances are specified

( Author defines bias or point of view that is 

    central to the information presented
	

	
	What kind of information? Accuracy:

Distinguish between fact and opinion. All research must be cited and opinions must be supported with facts.

How do the facts on your web site compare to other print or online sources?
	( Research sources are not cited

( Opinions are not backed up by research

( Sources cited in bibliography or footnotes

( Author provides evidence from research to 

    support opinions 

( I verified info in print/subscription database
	

	WHEN
	When was the site created / updated? List all dates you find and what the dates mean. Dates are often located at the bottom of the page.
	( Site creation date is listed

( Site has been updated recently

( Current copyright or creation date 

( Site has been revised recently
	

	
	When does the information expire? Make sure the information is current for your topic. Is your topic time-sensitive?
	( Information is out of date for modern or 

    changeable topic

( Information is current for a stable or   

    historical topic 
	

	WHERE
	Where is the site located? 

Comment on the type of URL & what the URL type suggests.
	( .edu = educational institution

( .org = non-profit organization

( .com = commercial enterprise

( .net = Internet Service Provider

( .gov =governmental body 

( other =____________________________
	

	
	Where does this web site link TO?

Look for a "links" page and investigate the sites the author links to.  Are these links related to your topic?
	( Author links to other sites that are relevant 

    to the topic

( Author links to other sites that are 

    questionable, controversial, or unrelated
	

	
	Where does this site link FROM?

Perform a link analysis-- Visit http://www.alltheweb.com and conduct a link analysis. Investigate the kind(s) of sites that link to the site you are researching. (link:url of the site you are evaluating)
	( Other sites that link to your site are 

    relevant to the topic

( Other sites that link to your site are 

    questionable, controversial, or unrelated
	

	WHY
	Why use this site for your research?

Consider the content on the site and compare what you find to what you need.
	( Information is not related to the topic

( Information is relevant to the topic and   

    matches my research goals

( Information improves or expands 

    information found in print and/or 

    subscription databases
	

	HOW
	How is the site designed? 

Explain how the information is organized. Visit the home page. Describe the content you find on the home page. Are the pages accessible?


	( Some parts of the site do not load, site is 

    under construction

( Information is not easy to find or is difficult 

    to understand 

( Information is easy to find and understand

( All parts of the site load

( Excellent grammar, no typos, no 

    misspelling
	


Look at your “proof” statements.  This is your evidence that helps you determine if the site is a good information source.  Based on your “proof” statements, your evidence, would you consider this site valid?  Explain your answer.
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